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Marpol is the International Convention for 
the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 
1973 as modified by the protocol of 1978.
It is an international convention that has 
been adopted under Australian federal 
and state law and all commercial mariners 
are required to comply with its contents in 
order to prevent pollution incidents while 
undertaking routine operations on a vessel.

Garbage
Everyday items such as cigarette butts, 
plastic bags, bottles, cans, discarded fishing 
line and other fishing gear are common 

whether discarded intentionally or simply 
blown overboard, contribute to increasing 
pressures on marine ecosystems. Marine 
animals and sea birds can mistake plastic 
material for food and, as a result, often end 
up dying of starvation or strangulation.

Simple measures can help protect marine 
life and save on the cost of a fine.

 
 to store garbage onboard until you  
 return to shore.

 
 water, take the time to retrieve it.

Under the Marpol Convention there are 
strict but simple guidelines for the disposal 
of garbage at sea.

Green Marine

b2e

PROFESSIONAL MARINE
SANITATION SYSTEMS

NO MATTER WHAT VESSEL

YOU OWN

HAS A MARINE SANITATION

SYSTEM TO SUIT.

www.sani-loo.com.au

We manufacture two systems, a Grade “A”

(sani-Loo-b2e) and a Grade “C” (Sani-Loo)

System. The Grade A complies with Marpol

MEPC.159(55) regulations. And the grade C

complies to Marpol regulation for

Comminuting and Disinfecting.

A System Available for Commercial

or Recreational Applications.

Contact Us Today!

Ph: 07 4123 4999

Mob: 0414 942 811

Fax : 07 4123 6888

26 Sunbury Street, Maryborough West QLD 4650

email - info@sani-loo.com.au

 Brisbane  ~  Gold Coast  ~  Sunshine Coast

www.ValetBoatServices.com.au 
Peter McCullagh ~  0419 263 264 

ValetValet  
BOAT SERVICES

BOAT SERVICES  

Installation Service 

Safety & Compliance Inspections 

Maintenance Services 

��Marine Electronics
��Sani-Loo Sewerage Systems
��Pumps, Winches, Hardware 

��Marine Wiring
��Fittings & Fixtures 
��New Boat Fit Out 

��OHS Audits  ��Safety & Survey Requirements 

��Programmed Inspections 
��Servicing & Repairs 

��Fibreglass & Painting 
��Washdown / Detailing 
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(Note: in Queensland the nearest land is actually considered outside the Great Barrier Reef.)

All vessels that are operating within Queensland  
coastal waters are required by law to display a  
placard that describes garbage disposal requirements 
for the vessel. 

The placard must:

 
 the prohibitions and requirements under  
 the Transport Operations (Marine Pollution)  
 Act 1995 (TOMPA) for the disposal of garbage

 operated in a foreign country, the working language of the vessel’s crew.

Sewage
The discharge of sewage from vessels contributes to reduced water quality, poses a human 
health risk and decreases visual aesthetics of waterways.

Vessel operators and owners must adopt onboard management measures if sewage is likely 
to be generated, particularly for class 1 ships.

There are simple measures you can take to minimise the risk of sewage being illegally 
discharged into the sea.

 
 sullage tanks instead of overboard. If unsure, always assume the ship is in a nil  
 discharge area until the skipper is consulted.

Waterways and 3 nm 
from nearest land

3 to 12 nm from 
nearest land

12 to 25 nm from 
nearest land

Outside 25 nm from 
nearest land

Illegal to dispose of plastics 
and all forms of garbage.

Illegal to dispose of plastics, 
food waste, cargo packing 
and, if not ground to smaller 
than 25 mm, other garbage.

Illegal to dispose of plastics 
and cargo packing materials.

Illegal to dispose of plastics.
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Prohibited 
discharge

Prohibited discharge waters
No discharge of treated and untreated sewage in:

Marine Parks (Moreton Bay) Zoning Plan 1997.

 

Untreated  
sewage

 

 

 

Treated  
sewage

 
       a reef.

 
       or a reef.

The following table outlines discharge restrictions in Queensland waters. Please refer to the 
smooth and partially smooth water limit maps in the appendix at the end of this book.

Declared ships are required to have a shipboard sewage management plan onboard with 
particulars described in Division 3 of the Transport Operations (Marine Pollution) Regulation 
2008 and to keep sewage disposal records when discharging to a sewage disposal facility.

All declared vessels with a treatment system are required to carry onboard system 
maintenance, assessment and service manuals and service records.
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Reporting pollution
All marine pollution incidents must be 
reported to the nearest Maritime Safety 
Queensland regional office as soon as 
possible. This report should detail:

 
 occurred

 
 discharged

Mariners must be constantly vigilant 
against pollution risks from their vessel. 
Even routine operations such as refuelling 
or pumping the bilges can result in a 
serious pollution incident.

MARITIME   ELECTRICAL 
INSPECTION   SERVICES 

Maritime Safety Queensland accreditation 
No  363 

ACCREDITED SHIP DESIGNER & MARINE  

SURVEYOR FOR  ELECTRICAL  SERVICES 

ph.  0429 630 807  
info @ meis.net.au 
www. meis.net.au 



 
QUEENSLAND MARINE TRAINING SERVICES 

 

� Elements of Shipboard Safety 
� Coxswain 
� Master 5 
� Master 4 
� Marine Engine Driver 
� Marine Radio 
� Coastal and Offshore Navigation 

 

Scheduled courses in Brisbane and Southport 
On demand in other places throughout South-East Queensland 
 

www.qldmarinetraining.com 
Phone 07 3822 8241 / 04 1926 5227 


