
Your new safety equipment requirements 
National Standard for Commercial Vessels (NSCV) – PART C 7A 
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T Class 2A Non-Passenger Vessels – (any length)
Seagoing Non-Passenger Vessel for use in Unlimited domestic operations. (Unlimited domestic 
operations: all domestic operations up to and/or greater than 200 nautical miles to seaward of 
the coast.)

Liferafts and 
rescue boats

Marine Orders Part 25 applies.•

Buoyant  
appliances 
(general)

Marine Orders Part 25 applies.•

Lifebuoys Marine Orders Part 25 applies.•

Life jackets Marine Orders Part 25 applies.•

Distress signals Marine Orders Part 25 applies.•

On-board 
communications 
and alarm 
systems

Marine Orders Part 25 applies.•

Emergency  
lighting  
(hand-held)

Marine Orders Part 25 applies.•

Medical 
supplies

Marine Orders Part 10 applies.•
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Liferafts and 
rescue boats

Inflatable Coastal Liferaft(s) for 100% of allowable crew and 
any other persons on board plus a non-SOLAS Rescue Boat.

Vessels continuously engaged on voyages in operational 
areas with a monthly mean temperature of 15° C or less 
must carry an anti-exposure suit for each person assigned 
to crew the Rescue Boat. 

•

−

Lifebuoys 8 x Lifebuoys:  2 with a light; 2 with a light and smoke signal; 
2 with a buoyant line; 2 of operator’s choice. 

•

Life jackets Adult SOLAS Life Jacket with a light for 100% of allowable 
crew and any other persons on board plus a Child size SOLAS 
Life Jacket with a light for each passenger less than 32kg or 
10% of the total vessel capacity which ever is the greater. 

•

Distress signals 1 x 406MHz Electronic Position Indicating Radio Beacon. 
6 x Parachute distress rockets.
4 x Red hand-held flares.
2 x Orange hand-held smoke flares.

•
•
•
•

On-board 
communications 
and alarm 
systems

General emergency alarm system. •

Emergency  
lighting  
(hand-held)

2 x Battery operated torches. •

Medical 
supplies

Annex H: Scale E of Tables H.4 and H.5 and Scale F of Table 
H.3.

The quantity of medical supplies identified in Annex H is 
based on incidents involving 1 or 2 persons only.
Medical supplies will need to be expanded in accordance 
with the particular risks inherent to the voyage and the 
number of persons on board. 

•

−

−

Li

D

Class 2B Non-Passenger Vessels –  
60 metres or longer
Seagoing Non-Passenger Vessel, 60 metres or longer, for use in all operational areas up to and 
including Offshore operations. (Offshore Operations: operations within a limit of 200 nautical 
miles to seaward of the coast)
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Liferafts and 
rescue boats

Inflatable Coastal Liferaft(s) for 100% of allowable crew and 
any other persons on board plus a non-SOLAS Rescue Boat.

Vessels continuously engaged on voyages in operational 
areas with a monthly mean temperature of 15° C or less 
must carry an anti-exposure suit for each person assigned 
to crew the Rescue Boat. 

•

−

Lifebuoys 6 x Lifebuoys: 1 with a light; 2 with a light and smoke signal; 
2 with a buoyant line; 1 of operator’s choice. 

•

Life jackets Adult SOLAS Life Jacket with a light for 100% of allowable 
crew and any other persons on board plus a Child size SOLAS 
Life Jacket with a light for each passenger less than 32kg or 
10% of the total vessel capacity which ever is the greater.

•

Distress signals 1 x 406MHz Electronic Position Indicating Radio Beacon. 
6 x Parachute distress rockets.
4 x Red hand-held flares.
2 x Orange hand-held smoke flares.

•
•
•
•

On-board 
communications 
and alarm 
systems

General emergency alarm system.  •

Emergency  
lighting  
(hand-held)

2 x Battery operated torches. •

Medical 
supplies

Annex H: Scale E of Tables H.4 and H.5 and Scale F of Table 
H.3.

The quantity of medical supplies identified in Annex H is 
based on incidents involving 1 or 2 persons only.
Medical supplies will need to be expanded in accordance 
with the particular risks inherent to the voyage and the 
number of persons on board. 

•

−

−

Li

Class 2B Non-Passenger Vessels – Between  
45 metres and less than 60 metres in length
Seagoing Non-Passenger Vessel, from 45 metres and less than 60 metres in length, for use in 
all operational areas up to and including Offshore operations. (Offshore Operations: operations 
within a limit of 200 nautical miles to seaward of the coast)
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Liferafts and 
rescue boats

Inflatable Coastal Liferaft(s) for 100% of allowable crew and 
any other persons on board plus a non-SOLAS Rescue Boat.

Vessels continuously engaged on voyages in operational 
areas with a monthly mean temperature of 15° C or less 
must carry an anti-exposure suit for each person assigned 
to crew the Rescue Boat. 

•

−

Lifebuoys 4 x Lifebuoys: 2 with a light and smoke signal, 2 with a 
buoyant line.  

•

Life jackets Adult SOLAS Life Jacket with a light for 100% of allowable 
crew and any other persons on board plus a Child size SOLAS 
Life Jacket with a light for each passenger less than 32kg or 
10% of the total vessel capacity which ever is the greater.

•

Distress signals 1 x 406MHz Electronic Position Indicating Radio Beacon. 
6 x Parachute distress rockets.
4 x Red hand-held flares.
2 x Orange hand-held smoke flares.

•
•
•
•

On-board 
communications 
and alarm 
systems

General emergency alarm system.  •

Emergency  
lighting  
(hand-held)

2 x Battery operated torches. •

Medical 
supplies

Annex H: Scale E of Tables H.4 and H.5 and Scale F of Table 
H.3.

The quantity of medical supplies identified in Annex H is 
based on incidents involving 1 or 2 persons only.
Medical supplies will need to be expanded in accordance 
with the particular risks inherent to the voyage and the 
number of persons on board.

•

−

−

Li

Class 2B Non-Passenger Vessels – Between  
25 metres and less than 45 metres in length
Seagoing Non-Passenger Vessel, from 25 metres and less than 45 metres in length, for use in 
all operational areas up to and including Offshore operations. (Offshore Operations: operations 
within a limit of 200 nautical miles to seaward of the coast)
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Liferafts Inflatable Coastal Liferaft(s) for 100% of allowable crew and 
any other persons on board.  

•

Lifebuoys 2 x lifebuoys: 1 with a light; 1 with a buoyant line.•

Life jackets Adult SOLAS Life Jacket with a light for 100% of allowable 
crew and any other persons on board plus a Child size SOLAS 
Life Jacket with a light for each passenger less than 32kg or 
10% of the total vessel capacity which ever is the greater. 

•

Distress signals 1 x 406MHz Electronic Position Indicating Radio Beacon. 
6 x Parachute distress rockets.
4 x Red hand-held flares.
2 x Orange hand-held smoke flares.

•
•
•
•

Emergency  
lighting  
(hand-held)

2 x Battery operated torches. •

Medical 
supplies

Annex H: Scale E of Tables H.4 and H.5 and Scale F of Table 
H.3.

The quantity of medical supplies identified in Annex H is 
based on incidents involving 1 or 2 persons only.
Medical supplies will need to be expanded in accordance 
with the particular risks inherent to the voyage and the 
number of persons on board.

•

−

−

Li
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Class 2B Non-Passenger Vessels – Between  
15 metres and less than 25 metres in length
Seagoing Non-Passenger Vessel, from 15 metres and less than 25 metres in length, for use in all 
operational areas up to and including Offshore operations. (Offshore Operations: operations 
within a limit of 200 nautical miles to seaward of the coast)
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Liferafts Inflatable Coastal Liferaft(s) for 100% of allowable crew and 
any other persons on board. 

•

Lifebuoys 1 x lifebuoy with a light. •

Life jackets Adult SOLAS Life Jacket with a light for 100% of allowable 
crew and any other persons on board plus a Child size SOLAS 
Life Jacket with a light for each passenger less than 32kg or 
10% of the total vessel capacity which ever is the greater. 

•

Distress signals 1 x 406MHz Electronic Position Indicating Radio Beacon. 
6 x Parachute distress rockets.
4 x Red hand-held flares.
2 x Orange hand-held smoke flares.

•
•
•
•

Emergency  
lighting  
(hand-held)

2 x Battery operated torches. •

Medical 
supplies

Annex H: Scale E of Tables H.4 and H.5 and Scale F of Table 
H.3.

The quantity of medical supplies identified in Annex H is 
based on incidents involving 1 or 2 persons only.
Medical supplies will need to be expanded in accordance 
with the particular risks inherent to the voyage and the 
number of persons on board.

•

−

−

Li
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Class 2B Non-Passenger Vessels –  
Less than 15 metres in length
Seagoing Non-Passenger Vessel, less than 15 metres in length, for use in all operational areas 
up to and including Offshore operations. (Offshore Operations: operations within a limit of 200 
nautical miles to seaward of the coast)
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Liferafts and 
rescue boats

Inflatable Coastal Liferaft(s) for 100% of allowable crew and 
any other persons on board plus a non-SOLAS Rescue Boat.

Vessels continuously engaged on voyages in operational 
areas with a monthly mean temperature of 15° C or less 
must carry an anti-exposure suit for each person assigned 
to crew the Rescue Boat. 

•

−

Lifebuoys 8 x Lifebuoys:  2 with a light; 2 with a light and smoke signal; 
2 with a buoyant line; 2 of operator’s choice.  

•

Life jackets Coastal Life Jacket with a light for 100% of allowable crew 
and any other persons on board. 

•

Distress signals 1 x 406MHz Electronic Position Indicating Radio Beacon. 
3 x Parachute distress rockets.
2 x Red hand-held flares.
1 x Orange hand-held smoke flares.

•
•
•
•

On-board 
communications 
and alarm 
systems

General emergency alarm system. •

Emergency  
lighting  
(hand-held)

1 x Battery operated torch for each crew member.•

Medical 
supplies

Annex H: Scale F of Table H.3
The quantity of medical supplies identified in Annex H is 
based on incidents involving 1 or 2 persons only.
Medical supplies will need to be expanded in accordance 
with the particular risks inherent to the voyage and the 
number of persons on board. 

•
−

−

L

Class 2C Non-Passenger Vessels –  
60 metres or longer
Seagoing Non-Passenger Vessel, 60 metres or longer, for use in all operational areas up to 
and including Restricted offshore operations. (Restricted offshore operations: operations 
within a limit of 50 nautical miles seaward from designated smooth or partially smooth waters, 
designated restricted offshore waters or a safe haven)
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Liferafts and 
rescue boats

Inflatable Coastal Liferaft(s) for 100% of allowable crew and 
any other persons on board plus a non-SOLAS Rescue Boat.

Vessels continuously engaged on voyages in operational 
areas with a monthly mean temperature of 15° C or less 
must carry an anti-exposure suit for each person assigned 
to crew the Rescue Boat. 

•

−

Lifebuoys 6 x Lifebuoys: 1 with a light; 2 with a light and a smoke 
signal; 2 with a buoyant line; 1 of operator’s choice.  

•

Life jackets Coastal Life Jacket with a light for 100% of allowable crew 
and any other persons on board.

•

Distress signals 1 x 406MHz Electronic Position Indicating Radio Beacon. 
3 x Parachute distress rockets.
2 x Red hand-held flares.
1 x Orange hand-held smoke flares.

•
•
•
•

On-board 
communications 
and alarm 
systems

General emergency alarm system. •

Emergency  
lighting  
(hand-held)

1 x Battery operated torch for each crew member.•

Medical 
supplies

Annex H: Scale F of Table H.3
The quantity of medical supplies identified in Annex H is 
based on incidents involving 1 or 2 persons only.
Medical supplies will need to be expanded in accordance 
with the particular risks inherent to the voyage and the 
number of persons on board. 

•
−

−

L

Class 2C Non-Passenger Vessels – Between  
45 metres and less than 60 metres in length
Seagoing Non-Passenger Vessel, from 45 metres and less than 60 metres in length, for use in 
all operational areas up to and including Restricted offshore operations. (Restricted offshore 
operations: operations within a limit of 50 nautical miles seaward from designated smooth, 
partially smooth or restricted offshore waters or a safe haven)  
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Liferafts and 
rescue boats

Inflatable Coastal Liferaft(s) for 100% of allowable crew and 
any other persons on board plus a non-SOLAS Rescue Boat.

Vessels continuously engaged on voyages in operational 
areas with a monthly mean temperature of 15° C or less 
must carry an anti-exposure suit for each person assigned 
to crew the Rescue Boat. 

•

−

Lifebuoys 4 x Lifebuoys: 2 with a light and a smoke signal; 2 with a 
buoyant line.  

•

Life jackets Coastal Life Jacket with a light for 100% of allowable crew 
and any other persons on board.

•

Distress signals 1 x 406MHz Electronic Position Indicating Radio Beacon. 
3 x Parachute distress rockets.
2 x Red hand-held flares.
1 x Orange hand-held smoke flares.

•
•
•
•

On-board 
communications 
and alarm 
systems

General emergency alarm system. •

Emergency  
lighting  
(hand-held)

1 x Battery operated torch for each crew member.•

Medical 
supplies

Annex H: Scale F of Table H.3
The quantity of medical supplies identified in Annex H is 
based on incidents involving 1 or 2 persons only.
Medical supplies will need to be expanded in accordance 
with the particular risks inherent to the voyage and the 
number of persons on board. 

•
−

−

L

D

Class 2C Non-Passenger Vessels – Between  
25 metres and less than 45 metres in length
Seagoing Non-Passenger Vessel, from 25 metres and less than 45 metres in length, for use in 
all operational areas up to and including Restricted offshore operations. (Restricted offshore 
operations: operations within a limit of 50 nautical miles seaward from designated smooth or 
partially smooth waters, designated restricted offshore waters or a safe haven) 
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Liferafts Inflatable Coastal Liferaft(s) for 100% of allowable crew and 
any other persons on board. 

•

Lifebuoys 2 x lifebuoys: 1 with a light; 1 with a buoyant line. •

Life jackets Coastal Life Jacket with light for 100% of allowable crew and 
any other persons on board. 

•

Distress signals 1 x 406MHz Electronic Position Indicating Radio Beacon. 
3 x Parachute distress rockets.
2 x Red hand-held flares.
1 x Orange hand-held smoke flares.

•
•
•
•

Emergency  
lighting  
(hand-held)

1 x Battery operated torch for each crew member.•

Medical 
supplies

Annex H: Scale F of Table H.3
The quantity of medical supplies identified in Annex H is 
based on incidents involving 1 or 2 persons only.
Medical supplies will need to be expanded in accordance 
with the particular risks inherent to the voyage and the 
number of persons on board.

•
−

−

L

Class 2C Non-Passenger Vessels – Between  
15 metres and less than 25 metres in length
Seagoing Non-Passenger Vessel, from 15 metres and less than 25 metres in length, for use in 
all operational areas up to and including Restricted offshore operations. (Restricted offshore 
operations: operations within a limit of 50 nautical miles seaward from designated smooth or 
partially smooth waters, designated restricted offshore waters or a safe haven)
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Liferafts Inflatable Coastal Liferaft(s) for 100% of allowable crew and 
any other persons on board. 

Not required if vessel is fitted with internal buoyancy in 
accordance with NSCV Part C section 6

•

−

Lifebuoys 1 lifebuoy with a light. 
Not required if vessel is less than 10m in length and 
carries one person only; 
Not required if vessel is less than 6m in length and is 
fitted with internal buoyancy in accordance with NSCV 
Part C section 6.

•
−

−

Life jackets Coastal Life Jacket with a light for 100% of allowable crew 
and any other persons on board. 

•

Distress signals 1 x 406MHz Electronic Position Indicating Radio Beacon. 
3 x Parachute distress rockets.
2 x Red hand-held flares.
1 x Orange hand-held smoke flares.

•
•
•
•

Emergency  
lighting  
(hand-held)

1 x Battery operated torch for each crew member.•

Medical 
supplies

Annex H: Scale F of Table H.3
The quantity of medical supplies identified in Annex H is 
based on incidents involving 1 or 2 persons only.
Medical supplies will need to be expanded in accordance 
with the particular risks inherent to the voyage and the 
number of persons on board.

•
−

−

L

Class 2C Non-Passenger Vessels –  
Less than 15 metres in length
Seagoing Non-Passenger Vessel, less than 15 metres in length, for use in all operational areas 
up to and including Restricted offshore operations. (Restricted offshore operations: operations 
within a limit of 50 nautical miles seaward from designated smooth or partially smooth waters, 
designated restricted offshore waters or a safe haven)
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Class 2D Non-Passenger Vessels –  
25 metres or longer
Sheltered Waters Non-Passenger Vessel, 25 metres or longer, for use in Partially Smooth 
and Smooth waters only. (Partially Smooth water operations: operations within specified 
geographical limits designated ‘Partially Smooth waters ’ or ‘Smooth waters’)

Dinghy and 
Buoyant 
Appliances 
(general)

A dinghy plus sufficient buoyant appliances and/or lifebuoys 
for 100% of allowable crew and any other persons on board: 

Each lifebuoy is expected to provide support for  
2 persons.
A reduction in buoyant appliance capacity may be 
allowable in accordance with Part B of the NSCV. 

•

−

−

Lifebuoys 2 x lifebuoys: 1 with a light; 1 with a buoyant line. 
These lifebuoys can be included in the Buoyant 
Appliances (general). 

•
−

Life jackets Coastal Life Jacket for 100% of allowable crew and any other 
persons on board. 

•

Distress signals 3 x Parachute distress rockets.
2 x Red hand-held flares.
1 x Orange hand-held smoke flare. 

•
•
•

On-board 
communications 
and alarm 
systems

General emergency alarm system.•

Emergency  
lighting  
(hand-held)

1 x Battery operated torch for each crew member.•

Medical 
supplies

Annex H: Scale G of Table H.3
The quantity of medical supplies identified in Annex H is 
based on incidents involving 1 or 2 persons only.
Medical supplies will need to be expanded in accordance 
with the particular risks inherent to the voyage and the 
number of persons on board.

•
−

−

Li

D
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Class 2D Non-Passenger Vessels – Between  
15 metres and less than 25 metres in length
Sheltered Waters Non-Passenger Vessel, from 15 metres and less than 25 metres in length, for 
use in Partially Smooth and Smooth Waters only. (Partially Smooth water operations: operations 
within specified geographical limits designated ‘Partially Smooth waters ’ or ‘Smooth waters’) 

Buoyant 
Appliances 
(general)

Any combination of buoyant appliances, lifebuoys and/or 
dinghies for 100% of allowable crew and any other persons 
on board: 

Each lifebuoy is expected to provide support for  
2 persons.
A reduction in buoyant appliance capacity may be 
allowable in accordance with Part B of the NSCV 

Vessel must have suitable equipment to sustain and 
effectively recover persons overboard including: heaving line 
with rescue quoit, ladder, rescue sling, scramble net etc.

•

−

−

•

Lifebuoys 2 x lifebuoys: 1 with a light; 1 with a buoyant line.  
These lifebuoys can be included in the Buoyant 
Appliances (general).  

•
−

Life jackets Coastal Life Jacket for 100% of allowable crew and any other 
persons on board. 

•

Distress signals 3 x Parachute distress rockets.
2 x Red hand-held flares.
1 x Orange hand-held smoke flare. 

•
•
•

Emergency  
lighting  
(hand-held)

1 x Battery operated torch for each crew member.•

Medical 
supplies

Annex H: Scale G of Table H.3
The quantity of medical supplies identified in Annex H is 
based on incidents involving 1 or 2 persons only.
Medical supplies will need to be expanded in accordance 
with the particular risks inherent to the voyage and the 
number of persons on board.

•
−

−

Li

D
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Class 2D Non-Passenger Vessels –  
Less than 15 metres in length
Sheltered Waters Non-Passenger Vessel, less than 15 metres in length, for use in Partially 
Smooth and Smooth Waters only. (Partially Smooth water operations: operations within 
specified geographical limits designated ‘Partially Smooth waters ’ or ‘Smooth waters’)

Buoyant 
Appliances 
(general)

Any combination of buoyant appliances, lifebuoys and/or 
dinghies for 100% of allowable crew and any other persons 
on board: 

Each lifebuoy is expected to provide support for  
2 persons.
Buoyant appliances not required if vessel is fitted with 
internal buoyancy in accordance with NSCV Part C  
section 6. 

•

−

−

Lifebuoys 1 x Lifebuoy with a light.  
This lifebuoy can be included in Buoyant Appliances 
(general).  

•
−

Life jackets Coastal Life Jacket for 100% of allowable crew and any other 
persons on board. 

•

Distress signals 3 x Parachute distress rockets.
2 x Red hand-held flares.
1 x Orange hand-held smoke flare. 

•
•
•

Emergency  
lighting  
(hand-held)

1 x Battery operated torch for each crew member.•

Medical 
supplies

Annex H: Scale G of Table H.3
The quantity of medical supplies identified in Annex H is 
based on incidents involving 1 or 2 persons only.
Medical supplies will need to be expanded in accordance 
with the particular risks inherent to the voyage and the 
number of persons on board.

•
−

−
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Class 2E Non-Passenger Vessels –  
15 metres or longer
Sheltered Waters Non-Passenger Vessel, 15 metres or longer, for use in Smooth waters only. 
(Smooth water operations: operations within specified geographical limits designated ‘Smooth 
waters’)

Buoyant 
Appliances 
(general)

Any combination of buoyant appliances, lifebuoys and/or 
dinghies for 100% of allowable crew and any other persons 
on board: 

Each lifebuoy is expected to provide support for  
2 persons.

Vessels less than 25m must have suitable equipment to 
sustain and effectively recover persons overboard including: 
heaving line with rescue quoit, ladder, rescue sling, scramble 
net etc.

•

−

•

Lifebuoys 2 x lifebuoys: 1 with a light; 1 with a buoyant line.  
These lifebuoys can be included in the Buoyant 
Appliances (general). 

•
−

Life jackets Coastal Life Jacket for 100% of allowable crew and any other 
persons on board.

•

Distress signals 2 x Red hand-held flares.
1 x Orange hand-held smoke flare.

•
•

On-board 
communications 
and alarm 
systems

General emergency alarm system (Required for vessels 25m 
or longer).

•

Emergency  
lighting  
(hand-held)

1 x Battery operated torch for each crew member.•

Medical 
supplies

Annex H: Scale G of Table H.3
The quantity of medical supplies identified in Annex H is 
based on incidents involving 1 or 2 persons only.
Medical supplies will need to be expanded in accordance 
with the particular risks inherent to the voyage and the 
number of persons on board.

•
−

−
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Class 2E Non-Passenger Vessels –  
Less than 15 metres in length
Sheltered Waters Non-Passenger Vessel, less than 15 metres in length, for use in Smooth waters 
only. (Smooth water operations: operations within specified geographical limits designated 
‘Smooth waters’)

Buoyant 
Appliances 
(general)

Any combination of buoyant appliances, lifebuoys and/or 
dinghies for 100% of allowable crew and any other persons 
on board:  

Each lifebuoy is expected to provide support for  
2 persons.
Buoyant appliances not required if vessel is fitted with 
internal buoyancy in accordance with NSCV Part C 
section 6.

Vessel must have suitable equipment to sustain and 
effectively recover persons overboard including: heaving line 
with rescue quoit, ladder, rescue sling, scramble net etc.

•

−

−

•

Lifebuoys 1 x Lifebuoy with a light.   
This lifebuoy can be included in the Buoyant Appliances 
(general). 

•
−

Life jackets Coastal Life Jacket for 100% of allowable crew and any other 
persons on board.

•

Distress signals 2 x Red hand-held flares.
1 x Orange hand-held smoke flare.

•
•

Emergency  
lighting  
(hand-held)

1 x Battery operated torch for each crew member.•

Medical 
supplies

Annex H: Scale G of Table H.3
The quantity of medical supplies identified in Annex H is 
based on incidents involving 1 or 2 persons only.
Medical supplies will need to be expanded in accordance 
with the particular risks inherent to the voyage and the 
number of persons on board.

•
−

−

Li
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