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2 Section 17 
PART 1 – PRELIMINARY 

2. This Section should be read in conjunction with the Introduction, Definitions and General 
 Requirements Section, and shall apply to all vessels, both new and existing 
3. Notwithstanding reference on the title page to Commercial Vessels, in this Section the definition of 
 Vessel shall be that set out in The Schedule. 
4. An obligation should be placed on the master, mate or the person concerned with the navigation, 
 management or working of a vessel to comply with the River Murray Traffic Regulations. 

 (Amendment dated 15 August 1995) 
 

THE SCHEDULE 
RIVER MURRAY TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 

PART A – GENERAL 
RULE 1 

Application 
(a) These Rules shall apply to all vessels on the River Murray, its tributaries and anabranches and to the Lake 

Albert, Lake Alexandrina, the Coorong and all other navigable waterways and streams connected with 
such River, Lakes and Coorong. 

(b) Nothing in these Rules shall interfere with the operation of special rules made by an appropriate authority 
as to navigation in any lock, or in the immediate vicinity of any lock, bridge, or construction work on the 
River Murray or any of its tributaries. 

(c) Navigable channels and waterways will when marked be marked in according to the International 
Association of Lighthouse Authorities Maritime Buoyage System ‘A’. 

(d) These rules other than 8 (f), 18 (d), 18 (e), 23 and 31 shall not apply to ferries and punts crossing a river or 
fairway by means of ropes or cables. 

RULE 2 
Responsibility 

(a) Nothing in these Rules shall exonerate any vessel, or the owner, master or crew thereof, from the 
consequences of any neglect to comply with these Rules or of the neglect of any precaution which may be 
required by the ordinary practice of seamen, or by the special circumstances of the case. 

(b) In construing and complying with these Rules due regard shall be had to all dangers of navigation and 
collision and to any special circumstances, including the limitations of the vessels involved, which may 
make a departure from these Rules necessary to avoid immediate danger. 

RULE 3 
General Definitions 

For the purpose of these Rules, except where the context otherwise requires: 
(a) The word ‘Vessel’ includes every description of water craft, including non-displacement craft, seaplanes 

and non-commercial craft, used or capable of being used as a means of transportation on water. 
(b) The term ‘power-driven vessel’ means any vessel propelled by machinery. 
(c) The term ‘sailing vessel’ means any vessel under sail provided that propelling machinery, if fitted, is not 

being used. 
(d) The word ‘seaplane’ includes any aircraft designed to manoeuvre on the water. 
(e) The term ‘vessel restricted in her ability to manoeuvre’ means a vessel which from the nature of her work 

is restricted in her ability to manoeuvre as required by these regulations and therefore is unable to keep out 
the way of another vessel and includes but is not limited to: 
(i) a vessel engaged in laying, servicing or picking up a navigation mark, underwater cable or 

pipeline; 
(ii) a vessel engaged in dredging, surveying or underwater operations. 
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